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For the Suppreſſion of the late Vile and 
Traiterous R ebellion in = 
CREA BRITAIN. 
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Bleſſed be the LORD thy God which de 
lighted in Thee, to ſet Thee on the Throne 
of Iſrael; Becauſe the LORD loved 

Iſrael for Ever, Therefore made He Thee 
King, to do Fudgment and Fuſtice. 
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2ngs ; but more the fame of his Religion, and 


ronterniug the Name of the LORD whoſe Houſe 
he had built; and ſhe came to be Inſtructed 
by him, both in matters of Government and 
the Worſhip of the true God. She came with 
2 Great Equipage and very Princely Retinue. 


She came to trade for Wiſdom, to purchaſe | 
It at any Rate, with very much Gold and 
precious Stones, Which yet were not to bet. 


2veigh d with Wiſdom. She appear'd even a 


Rival to Solomon in Riches and Magnificence, | 


Generoſity &⁊ Largeneſs of heart. She came with 


Great Expeclations, rais'd by the Reports ſhe 
had heard in her own Land, but owns the 


one half had not been told her. When ſhe had 


Teen all bs Wiſdom, and the Houſe that he had 
built, and the meat of his Table, and the fitting | 
ef hu Servants, and the Attendance of his Mi- 


nfters, and their Apparel, and his Cup-bearers, 


nd bis Aſcent by which he went up into the Houſe 


of the LORD, (and I ſuppoſe with what Gra- 
vity and Seriouſneſs, true Majeſty, Humility 
and Devotion this Great Prince was won't 
to worſhip) there: remained no more any Spirit 
an Her. She blef'd his very Servants, and was 
ready to envy them, and wiſh her ſelf in 
their place. Happy are thy Men, happy are theſe 
thy Servants, which fand continually before thee, 


n bear thy Wiſdom. © Finally, She fer 


GOD 


( 


— 


e 
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1 GOD the Giver of Solomons Wiſdom, Wealth 


and Grandeur, and the Author of his Ad- 
vancement ; Bleſſed be the Lord thy GOD which 
delighted in thee, to ſet Thee on the Throne of 
Iſrael ; becauſe the LORD loved Tſrael for ever, 
therefore made He Thee King, to do Fudgment 


and Fuſtice. 


TH Us ſhe turns all her Amiration and 


Delight into an Ad of Religions 7 hanksgiving 


to GOD. Something is ſaid of Solomon, but 


more of God, by whom he reigned. He was 


made King, and ſet on the throne of 1/rael, 


to do judgment and Juſtice. But it was GOD 


that made him King, and who advanc'd 
him to the Throne, partly in kindneſs to 
Him, becauſe that he delighted in him; but 


| more in kindneſs to his People, becauſe the 


Lord loved Iſrael for Ever. | 

MIND the Decency and Devotion of this 
wile and Princely Speech: which tho' it was 
the moſt honourable to Solomon that cou'd . 
be, yet was void of Flattery, Flattery—, No, 
Solomon's State and Wiſdom were too Great 
to allow it, and Her Noble Heart and Ma- 
jeſty, as well as Diſcretion, too High to give 
it. Her Words are Grave and Solemn, and 
did in excellent manner admoniſh Solomon, 
that he receiv'd his Crown om God ; that 


he was to reign for ny to be Fuſt, ruling 
in 
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in his fear; that it was from the Undeſer- 
ved Love and Good Will of God towards 
him that he was Accompliſhe for and Exal- 


ted to the Throne from among his Brethren; 
that what God had done for him was done 
in favour to J/rael, and from his love unto 


them; and finally that He was bound and ſo 
were others to bleſs & praiſe the LORD his 
God, and give him all the Glory of his Ad- 
vancement to and Eſtabliſhment on his 
Throne: Bleſſed be the Lord thy God which | 
delighted in thee, &c. | 


The Words teach us this Doctrinal Truth. 


THAT when God raiſes up a wiſe and good 
| KING to do udgment and Fuſtice, it is a 
fignal Expreſſion of hi delight in Him and of 
his love unto hu People, for which they are 
highly Obliged to laud and praiſe him. Or, 
That when God delights in a PRINCE to ſet 
bim on the Throne over hs People, becauſe he 
loves them, they are highly obliged to render 
Him their thankful A 


I will take the Text into the following 


Propoſitions, 
1. That 


— | 1 
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I. That it is the GOD of Heaven that 
makes Men Kings, and ſets them on 


their Thrones: 


” 2, That with a more peculiar Care and 


Providence does the Lord their God fill 
the Throne of his Iſrael. 

3- That he raiſes up wiſe and good Kings 

to do Judgment and Juſtice. 

4. That when he does ſo it is from his de- 
light in Them and love to his People. 
F. That it is ſuch an Expreſſion of his 

favour to a People as calls for their 
thankful Praiſes, and obliges them to 
laud and magnify the Name of God. 


2 THAT i it 1s the GOD of Heaven that makes 
Men Kings and ſets them upon their Thrones, So 
the Text ſays that it was the LORD GOD 
that ſet Solomon on the Throne, and made 
him King. The Dominion and Providence 
of God is the Supream, Abſolute and Uni- 
verſal Government, ©* The Heavens are his 
ay „ Throne and the Earth is his Footſtool. He 

is Lord of all. He rules in the Armies of 
Heaven above, and over the Inhabitants | 
* of Earth below, and doeth his Will. His is 
„the Kingdom the Power and the Glory. 

L He is the Bleſſed and only Porentates Ning 
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and the Victory and the Majeſty; for all] 


ver he will. Wiſdom & Might are His: Het 


jects and Vaſſals; and ſo are Soverain Prin- 


High! who humbles himſelf to behold the things 


A Thankſeiving. Sermon. 
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* of Kings and LORD of Lords. His is the 
& Greatneſs, and the power and the Glory 


E 


ce that is in the Heaven and on the Earth is 
« his: Both riches and honour come of him, 
© and he reigns over all, and in his hand is 
© Power and Might, and in his hand it is to 
© make Great and to give Strength unto 
* all. He the moſt High ruleth in the King- 
& doms of Men, & giveth them to whomfoe- FF 


l 
| 
7 


* changeth the Times and Seaſons; He re- 
© moveth Kings and ſetteth up Kings; He t 
* giveth wiſdom unto the Wiſe, and Know- 
© ledge to them that know Underſtanding, | 

* Thus the Kingdom is the Lords, and he is Wy 
© the Governour among the Nations: The 
„Shields of the Earth belong to him, and he 
&* is greatly Exalte. 5 
- THE Dominions and Thrones, the Princi- 
palities and Powers in Heaven are his Sub- 


ces here on Earth. The Lord c high above all 
Nations, and his Glory above the Heavens, Who |; 
# like unto the Lord bur God, 1»ho dwelleth on 


that are in Heaven and on the Earth! He raiſeth 
up the Poor out of the duſt, and lifteth the Needy 
our of the dunghill, that he may ſet bim with 


— Princes, W . 


2 


5 
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Princes, even with the Princes of his People. He 
gives to Men their Princely Spirits, and another. 
Pear, and calls them forth to Reign; Again 
She cuts off the Spirit of Princes and s terrible to 
the Kings of the Earth. | | 

B Him Kings reign and Princes decree Fu- 
tice, by Him Princes rule and Nobles, even all 
the Tudges of the Earth. Sometimes by a ſin- 
gular Providence he brings Them to their 
Z Thrones without their ſeeking, and calls them 
to reign by a clear and certain loud Voice of 
his Providence and of a People, without 
their Aſpiring or forming Deſigns for their 
gon Advancement; a wonderful Providence 

8. nales the motion to them, and opens their 

is Way before them: As David was ſurpriſed 

le by the Divine Election and ' Anointing, and 

then by Providence call'd to Court and on the 

tage of Action; And to the Conduct of. 

Providence he reſign'd himſelf and waited on 

fit to chuſe his Way and lead him in it, and 

Jin Its own time to crown him. Such a KING 

was Solomon, of God's chuſing and Anoint- 

% ing: He was not the Eldeſt Son, nor the 

7 Wirſt Branch of the Royal Stock; but the Perſon 

hom God pitch'd upon and Endowed to 
Y 
5 


111 the Throne. 5 5 
AND ſuch a KING we bleſs God for 
his day, whom He Himſelf has choſen _ 
_ "ORE * called 


9 
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called to the Throne, and eſtabliſhed there- 
on, by a Wonderful and Oversruling Govern- 


ment of his own Soverain, Wiſe and Gracious 
Providence. It has been the Lord's doing 
and wonderful in our Eyes. The Hearts off 
Kings and Nobles are in the hand of God, and 
ſo the Hearts of a Wiſe and free People, and 
the Lord turned them in the Reign before the 
laſt, in a legal manner to fix the Succeſſion to 


the Crown on the Serene Houſe of HAN 


NOVER, being the next Proteſtant Heirs. 
The Subſequent Parliaments in the following 
Reign did from time to time and many ways 
Confirm that wiſe and Happy Settlement of.. 


the Crown; which render'd it the moſt Le- 
gal and Rigbiful that could be. And when at 
laſt ſome Adoni jah was exalting himſelf, and 
ſaying I will be King, under the ſecret Aid 
and Abetting of ſuch as Foab and Abiathar the 
Prieſt; then better Nobles and Princes of the 
Nation, both Temporal and Spiritual, ſuch 
48 Zadock and Benaiab and Nathan the Pro- 
abet remembred the Royal Oath and the En- 
gagement of Providence, and ſaid to one 
another— Did we not ſwear by the Lord, 
and give the Public Faith unto our People 
and unto the Serene Houſe. of Hannover, 
that they ſhou'd now Reign and fit upon the 


Throne over us? As the Lord liverh that re- 
1 | deemeth 


* 
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eemeth our Soul out of all diſtreſs, as we ſware 


unto them by the LORD our God, even ſo will 


se certainly do this day: So they blew the 
Trumpet and all the People ſaid, God ſave 
King George; ſhouting and rejoicing with ſo 
great a Joy as made the Earth to rend again. 
The Pretender to the Crown and his wretched 
Adberents were beyond meaſure ſurpriſed and 
amazed at the wondrous Turn. Scarce cou'd 
they believe their own Eyes and Ears. And 
thoſe that wiſh'd and waited for the Event, 
but had long deſpair'd of ever ſeeing it, were 


now like them that dream; then was their mouth 


E filled with laughter and their tongue with ſinging 5 
then {aid they one to another, The LORD 


hath done Great Things for us whereof we are 
glad: O Lord turn again our Captivity as the 
Streams of the South, 1.e- As when God ſends 
Streams of Water in a hot and parching Sea- 
ſon to refreſh and revive a Land. 


II. WITH a peculiar Care God fills the Throne 
of his Iſrael. The Lord's Portion is his People; 
as Jacob was his Inheritance. Happy i the 
People that i in ſuch a Caſe, yea happy 1s that 
People whoſe GOD is the LORD. It pleaſes 
the LORD to make ſome Places and People 
more his own Peculiar than others. As the 
Children of Iſrael were fo of old, ſo „ dr 

W aces 


5 72 when he Separated the Sons of Adam, 
et 


have a King like the Nations round about 


laſt and degenerate Times ; fox as they grew 
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Places which God now favours with the Ad- 
miniſtrations of the Kingdom of his Grace 
in the Purity and Power of them. The Peo- 
ple ſhall dell alone, and not be numbred among 
the Nations. They are 4 favoured and diſtin-W 
guiſhed Race whom God has taken near to 
himſelf, and mark'd out for his Own, and 
given to them his Adoption, his Covenant, hs 
Law and Promiſes, So when at firſt the Moi 
High divided to the Nations their Inheri-W 


manner _ . - 


he ſet che Bounds of the People according 
to the number of che Children of 7/rae/ : Hel 
found him, he led him about, he Inſtructed 
Him, and kept him as the Apple of his Eye; 
So the LORD alone did lead him, and there 
was no ſtrange God with him. God gave 
them not a King like the Nations round 
about them, for the LORD himſelf was 
their King, & their Government a Theocracy. 

But when they in proceſs of time would 


—_ = p 


„ 


them, God choſe them their Kings, And how 
many moſt Excellent Princes did God raiſe up 
to them to be their Governours in Supream ? 
Moſes and Foſhua, and the Judges; David and: 
Solomon, &c. It is true too that 1/rael had I 
their Evil Princes, more eſpecially in their 


worſe | 
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Pvorſe and worſe, they had at laſt the worſt of 
Kings, who were given them in Wrath, and 


eo- bro t on their laſt Deſtructions and Captivi- 
ng Nies. | 1 
in AND thus it is with the Profeſſing Peo- 


ple of God unto this day: altho' it ſeems to 
Hare with one Nation as with another, all 
things hapning alike to all, to the Good and 
to the bad, as well to Places as Perſons. There 
ri-Ware Tyrants and Uſurpers and Pretenders and 
#7 raitors in one Country and in another; 
and we cannot know good or evil by all that 
Es before us. Nevertheleſs there is really 2 
more ſpecial Providence concerning it felf 
for and exerciſed towards the Profeſſing and 
Covenant People of God, and that more or 
ve leß peculiar too as they are more or leſs reformed, 
land as there 1s more or leſs of Vital Religion, 
Spiritual Worſhip, and true Obedience among a 
People. So the Lord loves a people as he 
makes them he Own ; and as they know and 
ear him they are dear to him and his ſpecial 
Care; All his Saints are in his hand, and they 
pit down at bis feet and receive of his Words. 
2? He covers them and he bears them on Eagles 
dings, and makes them to ride on the high 
d places of the Earth. 
ir AND in ſome Meaſure of Great diſtin- 
v I ion, ſuch has om: the Grace and fn 
cog A 
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of God to Great Britain among the Nations 
of Europe. How early did the Governing 


Providence of God bring the Chriſtian Reli 


lion into thoſe happy Iſlands and Kingdoms. 


The glad Tydings of Salvation reach'd them 
and Chriſtianity was received there, whilſtf 
the Greateſt part of the Continent continued 
Pagan and in groſs darkneſs. And after the. 
Apoſtacy of the Church the REFORMA TIONE 


was early receiv'd in Britain, thro” the pecu- 


liar Grace of our God to that favoured Land. 
There the reformed Religion ſo fixt it ſelf that 
the Gates of hell have not been yet able to 
prevail againſt it. I wiſh they may not at 


laſt by Debauchery and Luſ#, after that thei 


many Efforts of Popery have been defeated- 
_ THIS has been the ſignal Appearance of 
God for us om Age to Ape. Neither the 
bloody Martyrdoms in the reign of Queen Mary, 
nor the Spaniſh Armada in the reign of Queen 
"Elizabeth, nor the Powder Treaſon in the reign 
of King James the Firſt 5 nor the more ſecret 
Reign of Popery and Vice in the Reign of a 
Prince more Obliged by Providence in his 
Reſtoration than all his Predeceſſors, nor the 
more Open and barefacd Power of Popery in 
the Reign of James the Second, nor the cover'd 
Treacheries and Perfidy in favour of the Return 


2 havg 


H Lafer in th 8 laſt 8 gene of the late Reign ; | 
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xe” 
have been able to reſtore the Tyranny of Rome 
over the Liberties and Conſciences of the 
Happy People of Britain. The ſame Provi- 


dence that blaſted the former Attempts for 
its Return have blaſted theſe latter; and 
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ilſthhthey are alike the work of God and not of 
ed Man. And now lately on the Death of 
the Queen Ann when a Popiſh Prince was juſt 
INEready to have ſtept into the Throne, by ſome 


u- Secret and Myſtery of Providence unſearcha- 
nd. ble to us He was in one Moment wholly 
nat :/ftrated, and our Proteſtant and Rightfut 
toy RINC E aſcended the Throne peaceably 
at and without Oppoſition, tho' the Eumity of 
he ſa powerful Party to the thing, and the De- 
d. n, formed againſt it have ſince openly 
of appeared. We may well look on our Mira- 
hefſculous Deliverance and fing the 124. Pſal. 
5, Fit had not been the LORD that was on our 
en Mſide, now may Iſrael ſay: Tf it had not been the 
gn LORD that as on our ſide, when men roſe up 
againſt us: Then they had ſwallowed us up quick, 
When their Wrath was kindled again ſt us. Then 
the Waters had overwhelmed us, the Stream had 
gone over our Soul. Then the proud Waters bad 
gone over our Soul, Bleſſed be the LORD who 
bath not given us a prey to their teeth. Our Soul 
rn Mz eſcaped as a Bird out of the ſnare of the Fow- 
Vers; the Snare 3s broken, and we are Jong 
r 5 uy 
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Our help in the name of the LORD, wh 
made Heaven and Earth. ; 
- $Q has a peculiar Care of Providence 
from time to time guarded the Liberties and 
fill'd the Throne of Britain. The Acceſſion 
of King WILLIAM to the Throne, and now 
the Acceſſion of King GEORGE will bei 
two Iluſtrions Inſtances of it in all Future 
Times. 


III. WHEN God raiſes up Wiſe and Good 
Kings it is to do fudgment and Fuſtice. For 
this God raiſed up Solomon; He made the 

King, ſays the Text, not to live in eaſe and 
pomp and ſplendor, not to have his will and 
do what he pleaſed, but to govern with 
Right and Equity. And this is the End of 
Government, and the true Honour and Benefit 
of it ; the Felicity both of Prince and People. 
So the Rock of Iſrael ſaid to David, and they 
are among his Dying Words to his Succeſſor : 
2 Sam. 23. 1,2,'2, 4. Now thefe be the laſt 
Words of David: David the Son of Feſſe ſaid, 
and the Man who was raiſed up on high, the 
Anointed of the God of Facob, and the ſweet Pſal- 
miſt of Iſrael, ſaid, The Spirit of the LORD 
ſhake by me, and his word was in my tongue. 
The Ged of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of Iſrael ſpake 
to me, He that ruletb ever men muſt be juſt, 
3 | ulis 
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ruling in the fear of God: And he ſhall be as the 
light of the morning, when the Sun riſeth, even 
a morning without clouds; as the tender graſs 
fpringing out of the earth by clear ſhining after 
This is rhe moſt Noble and Elegant 
Character of a Good Prince that ever was 


given. Like the Sun and like the Rain he 
is a Bleſſing to his Dominions. 


KINGS are ſet in the Throne of Judg- 


ment for this End, to ſcatter away all Evil 


3th their Eyes. It is an Abomination to Kings 


to commit Wickedneſs, for the Throne # Eſtabliſh-= 
Wed by Righteouſneſs 


Their Government ſhou'd. 
reſemble the Kingdom of God among men, 
who is the Moſs Fuft; and Righteouſneſs an | 
udgment are the Habitation of his Thront- 

David in his Prayer for Solomon ſhews us 
how we are to pray for Princes, that the 
Righteouſneſs of their Adminiſtration 
may anſwer to the Righteous Scepter of 
Chriſt, and the Benefits of their Reign be 
even like thoſe of the Meſſiab to the World : 
Pſal. 72. 1,—6. Give the King thy Fudgments, 
O God, and thy Righteouſneſs unto the King e 
Son. He ſhall come down like rain upon the 
mowen graſß, as ſhowers that water the earth- 


© Such 
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. SUCH a KING we truſt God has now 

iven us, and God forbid but that his Wiſ- 
Jom and Juſtice, his Moderation and Cle- 
mency, his Princely Goodneſs, and the 
Mercy that upholds his Throne, his ſteddy 
Conduct and true Magnanimity ſhould en- 
dear his Name and ſtrengthen his Title in 
© our Hearts. As it was once ſaid by a 
* Nerbouring Prince concerning Henry the 
© 7th. That he had three of the beſt Titles} 
* to his Kingdom of any Prince living ; for 
that he was the Wiſeſt and the Valianteſt 
* and the Richeſt Prince in Chriſtendom. 
Truly ſo while the King appears to be Wiſe 
and Juſt and Good in his Adminiſtration of 
the Government, in vain will his Enemies 
alledge any flaw in his Title; He muſt needs 
reign in the hearts of all that are Wiſe and 


; Good, and the Spirit that came upon Ama- 


Jai will reſt pon them—. Thine are we Da- 
vid, and on thy ſide, thou ſon of Feſſe : Peace, 
peace be unto thee, and peace be to thine helpers ; 
for thy God helpeth thee. 1 Chron. 2. 18. 


O what a GIFT of God, not only to us, 
but to re and to the Reformed Churches, 
muſt a Wiſe and Juſt King upon the Throne 
of Britain be. He is a Stranger to the World 
3 that 


—— 
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that knows it not, and he no Friend to Re- 


ligion nor to the Good of Chriſtendom that 
vi is not ſenſibly affected with it. From an 
le- Evil Prince J hope we ſhould be able to ſuffer 
the much without a traiterous Tho't, but for a 


Good One methinks we ſhould even dare to die. 
en- And F am perſuaded that Providence has 
in now given us ſuch a Ring. Let us be affected 
aß with the Great and undeſerved Mercy. 


77 _ To which End I proceed, 


eſt] IV. THAT when God raiſes up Wiſe and 
m. Good Kings to do Fudgment and fuſtice it i- 
Heß higòꝰ Expreſſion of bis Delight in Them, and of 
: off bis Lowe unto hrs People. So ſays the Text God 

168 delighted in Solomon to ſet him upon the 
eds Throne of I/rael, and becauſe the Lord loved 
ndWll Iſrael for ever therefore he made him King 
9a" to do Judgment and Juſtice. 


ce, AT Solomon's Birth, who in his Name 
's 58 was a Type of the Great Prince of Peace, God 

| fent by the Hand of Nathan the Prophet, and 

called his Name Fedidiah, Beloved of the Lord. 
15, 2 Sam. 12. 25. In this His Preferment be- 
es, gun, and God intimated his pleaſure in him 
ne to ſet him on the Throne after David. 


C 2 But 
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BUT was it for Solomon's ſake only, or 
Pavid's either, that God delighted in Him 
to make him this Wiſe and Good and Great 
Prince? No, no! As David ſaid on this 

vety Occaſion, (that is, on the Promiſe and 
Proſpe&t of it,) Who am I and what is my 
houſe——! O Lord according to thine own 
Heart haſt thou done all this Greatneſs | ——for 
' thou didſt make thy People Iſrael thine own peo- 


ple and becameſ# their God, In truth there 


can be no higher Compliment made to 3 


Prince than theſe to in the Text; Becauſe 
+ the. Lord thy God delighted in thee, and ber 


gaũuſe he loved bx People for Ever. Huram the 
King of Tyre knew this, and Congratulates 


in.theſe very Words: 2 Chron. 2. II. Becauſe 


the Lord hath; loved his people, he has made 
| thee King Over them. | 5 | | 


1. IT in Kindneſs to the Prince hinaſelf, and 
God's delight in the Perſon whom he makes a 
Good and Wife and Righteous Prince. For 
Wherein can Providence ſhow a Man more 
favour on this ſide Heaven (at leaſt in a Hu- 
Mane Judgment of things) than firſt to quali- 
fie. and furniſh Him for the higheſt Dignities 


and Powers in the World, and then to ad- 


Vance him to them? It is no ways deſirable 
=. 8 to 
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to be a Prince in Name or by Birth without 
a Princely Spirit: The folly is but the more 
expoſed in the high Dignity. - Rule carries 
worldly Greatneſs, Riches and Honour a- 
long with it; but the true Glory lies in the 
Internal Accompliſhments of the Mind, In- 
tellectual and Moral. A Prince without 
Knowledge becomes an Image and a Stock:; 
or it may be a Scorpion, a roaring Lion: and 
a ranging Bear to the poor people; Or tho? 


the Prince have the Knowledge of an Angel 
yet if without Goodneſs and Vertue he only 


becomes a Devil to his wretched Subjects. 
Wherefore I conclude, that as it is no favour 
to us that we be, unleſs we be wiſe and 
good; ſo neither is it any favour of Provi- 
dence to any one that he is a Prince, a Gow 
wernour, a Magiſtrate, if he be a fooliſh and 
a wicked one. I am ſure God can have no 
delight in ſuch a one, and I'm ſure he ought 
to have no delight in himſelf nor in his Sta- 
tion, nor can his People have any delight in 
him. His Advancement is a Judgment upon 
himſelf and a Curſe to his People. But now 
where there is Perſonal Worth and a Princly 
Spirit, Solomon's Wiſdom and Largeneſs ot 
Heart, and then a Throne given to ſhine on 
and Power to do good with, how has God 
delighted to honour the Perſon 2 To make 
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Him .a Public Extenſive Bleſſing, a Father 
and a God to his People, like the /ight of the 
Morning for pleaſure after a dark night, and] 
like'the clear ſhining after rain for Benificence. 
There is as much difference between a wiſe 
Prince and one that is deſtitute within, as 
there 1s between the Princes Stamp on Paper 
and on Gold, The one has an Intrinſic Va- 
lue and is worth what it paſſes at, but the 
other in a time of neceſſity may paſs for as 
much when it is in itſelf worth nothing. 
Then again, what a noble Pleaſure is it to a 
Prancely Mind, to be in Gods ſtead to the 
World in reſpe& of unknown Benefits done 
to it, and to know that he reigns not only 
over ſuch a Kingdom and Provinces, but in 
the Reverence, Honour, Eſteem and Love 
of the hearts of all that are Wiſe and Good 
àn his Dominions? While fooliſh and wick- 
ed Princes are contemned and deſpiſed, 
loath'd and hated in the hearts of them 
whom they tyranniſe over and oppreſs. This 
Prayer therefore let us make for our King, 
That his Wiſdom Juſtice and Mere) may ever be 
ſuch as ſhall ſhow that he is the Delight of his 
GOD and of bx People. Which brings to my 
Mind the glorious Style given to Titus the 
Roman Emperor by Hiſtorians, that he was 
Delicium Humani Generis.; The Delight of 
Mankind. 5 8 G [t 


A Thankſgiving Sermon. | 


* 


2. IT in kindneſs and love to bis People. 


| When God ſets a wiſe and righteous Prince upon 


the Throne over them to do Judgment and Fuſtice. 
Becauſe the LORD loved [/rael for Ever. 
And indeed what one Inſtance is there in 


any outward and temporal thing, wherein 


there can be an Equal Expreſſion of an 
univerſal Regard to the Happineſs and Meal 
of any People, as in this of a wiſe and 
righteous Prince on the Throne over them 2 
What a direct and ſtrong Influence has this 


upon the Felicity and Flouriſhing of a Na- 


tion? yea unto the Comfort of many Na- 


tions may the Influence extend. 


GOVERNMENT is ordained for the good 
of Mankind. The People are not made for 
the Prince, to make Him Great ; ſo much 


as the Prince for his People, to do them 


Good and make them Happy: That under 
his wiſe and juſt Adminiſtration his Do- 
minions may enjoy Tranquility and Peace, 
their due Rights and Liberties, both as 
Men and Chriſtians; That Vertue and Re- 
ligion, Learning and Arts, Trade and Com- 
merce may flouriſh together; and the 
Kingdom grow Wiſe and Rich, Potent and 
Renowned ; the Sub ſedls leading quiet and 

| eace, 
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peaceable lives in all Godline® and Honeſty; 
every one 25 his own Vine and under 
his Fig-tree, and baving none to make them 
afraid. Tia. 32. 1, 2. Behold, a King ſhall reign 
in Righteouſneſs, and Princes ſhall rule in Fudg- 
mem. And a Man ſhall be as an hiding-place 
um the Wind, and a covert from the Tempeſt : 
rivers of Waters in a dry place, as the ſhadow 

a great Rock in a weary Land. Moſes and 
amudd and David, and Hezekiah were ſuch 
Bleffings to Hrael, and wherein did Provi- 
dence ever favour a people more than in 
raiſing up ſuch Men unto the chief Com- 
mand ? But a wicked Prince is an equal 
Curſe and Plague to his Dominions and to 
the World. Pal. 109. 6. Set thou a Wicked 
Mam over him and let Satan ſtand at his 
Right Rand. Tis much at one, the devil let 
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| looſe upon a people, or a cruel oppreſſing 


Tyrant ſet over them. 


WHAT a Token of the Divine Favour, 
Love and Pity to a ſinful People ſhould we 
then account it, that God has given us this 
Day a Proteftant Prince endued with Wil- 
dom and Juſtice, to ſit upon the Throne of 
Great Britain? We are not yet forſaken of 
God, tho the Land be full of Sin againſt the 
Holy One: Becauſe the Lord had Compaſſion 
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on his People, and pity for his holy Name calle 
on an, therefore has he not given us yet up 
to Reproach and Servitude, that they which 
hate our Religion and Liberties ſhould reign 
over u. (% 7 He 

V. And laſtly, We are highly obliged to rena 
der unto the LORD our God our Thankful Praiſes 
this Day, and to ſay,—— Bleſſed be the LORD 


our God which has delighted in our King to ſet 


Him on the Throne over ; Becauſe the LORD © 
loves his People for ever, therefore we truſt that 


= He has made him King, to do Tudgment and 


TFuſt ice. | | 
IT is a Noble and Illuſtrious Law of our 


Holy Religion, that Supplications Prayers, 


and giving of Thanks be made for all Men, 


more eſpecially for Kings and for all that are in 
Authority, (or in Eminent place, as the Margin 
reads it) that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godlineß and honeſty. In Obedience 
to this Precept of CHRIST our Saviour, 
which is fo Agreeable to the Natural Di- 
Rates of Juſtice and Gratitude, we are Con- 
vened this Day to offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe 
to the GOD of Heaven, giving Thanks to 
his Name for one of his Singular and Great 
Gifts to the Children of Men ; that he has 


been pleas'd of his Infinite Mercies to ſet a 
PRINCK of ſuch excellent Wiſdom and Juſtice, 


26 A Thankſgiving Sermon. 
Moderation and Mercy over ns, This has been 
conſtantly and always done, every Sabbath 

and every Lecture in our Solemn Aſſemblies, 
fince his MAJESTY's happy Acceſſion :; 
and bleſſed be God neither Miniſters nor 
People need any Call to do the thing, for | 
we dwell in a Loyal Land where none are 
Indiſpoſed to it. Wou'd. to God that all the 
Kings Subject; were Senſible as. we are of the 
Mercy of God, affected with it and diſpoſed 
like us; and 'wou'd to God that our Re- 
| ſentiment of it were as devout towards God, | 
as I believe it is ſincerely Loyal towards the 
King. 

BUT O the Ingratitude to Heaven, the 
Profinc and Contempt of Providence, in the 
Vile and Traiterous Rebellions lately carried 
on in Great Britain! How have a baſe and 
ſtupid Faction, mindleſs of God's Wonders 
and Mercies to the Nation, been murmuring 
firſt and mutinying, and then riſmg in Arms 
againſt God and his Anointed! quarre lling 
with their Happineſs, weary of their Reli- 
gion, Liberties and Laws, courting Popery 
and Slavery, rejecting not the King ſo much 
a8. Gad that He ſhould reign over them, and 
cis by ſithe blackeſt Treacheries, Perjuries, 
1 Hypdcriſies and Mockery of God. Shall 
$ 1 lay, the Queen of the South ſhall: riſe up in. 


taken with hands; 


. 
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the Tudgment againſt this Generation and ſhall 
condemn them? that wou'd be too mild aCen- 


. 
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ſure and Condemnation of their Villany. 


WHEN I conlider the Treaſons that have 
been acting againſt the King ſince his Ac- 
ceſſion to the Throne, and the horrid Spirit 
of the Men that appear againſt his Title, it 
brings to my mind the words of David 
which he ſpake before the Lord concerning 
the Enemies of h Houſe and Family; Fheſe 
Sons of Belial (ſaid he) are Thorns not to be 
but the Man that ſhall touch 
them muſt be fenced with Tron, and the ſtaff of 
a Spear. „ 33 5 ; 4 

O what a doleful Proſpect does it afford 


unto us, if God do not heal their Spirit and 


change their Heart! ſhould God return their 
Wickedneſs upon their own heads, even all 
that their own Heart is privy to; 'tho* the 


[King might be bleſſed and his Throne there- 


by be Eſtabliſhed before God for ever; yet 
how are the Convulfions and Oonfuſions 
to be deprecated, Which may be fear'd* from 
that infamous and curſed Spirit of Perfidy 
and Violence that has already appear d! 
O might it never be nam d more, to the 
Infinite Reproach of our Name and our Pro- 
feſſion! Can Proteſtants ſo prophanely forget 
their Religion, and Engliſimen ſo baſely be- 
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Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man 
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BUT bleſſed be God that the 2e Body 
of our United Brethren, ſo denominated in 
Great Britain, have thro' the Grace of God 
ſtood firm to a Man unto the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceflion, and been true in this day of tryal to 
God, their King and their Country. The Lord 
ſhow kindneſs and truth unto them. 


LET us continue ſtedfaſt to our Religion 
and Allegiance, and wait upon God for his 
further Mercies to our King and our Nation 
and the Proteſtant Intereſt. Ay Son fear 
thou the Lord and the King, and medale not 
with them that are given to change, Let the 
Apoſtle Peter's Precept and Exhortation to 
us fink deep into our hearts: x Per. 2. 13—17- 


for the Lord's ſake : whether it be to the King 45 
Supreme: or unto Governours, as unto them that 
are ſent by him for the puniſhment of evil doers, & 
for the praiſe of them that do well. For ſo 3s the 
will of God, that with well-doing you may put to 
ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men: As free, and 
not uſing your liberty for a cloak of Maliciouſneſs, 
but as the Servants of God. Honour all Men. 
Love the Brotherhood. Fear God, Honour the 


King. 10 AP 51 
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